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The following served as councillors during the year:

Peter Aaron

James Cooper (co-opted May 2014)     

Kay Farrell 

Tim Kennard (Vice-Chairman) 

Craig Oakley 

Phil Watts

Malcolm Webberley (Chairman)

The Council:
Compared to last year our personnel have been very stable – thank goodness. No-one has left as a result of my Chairmanship and indeed we even managed to persuade James Cooper to join us a year ago. Peter Aaron did suggest that he’d reached the age where he had no liability cover under our insurance policy, but in fact this covers councillors until they are 90, so Peter has many many years left ahead of him.

Looking forward, all 7 councillors stood for re-election and since we should have 9 councillors we were all re-elected unopposed. With at least two-thirds of our councillors elected (rather than co-opted) and having a qualified clerk the council can now adopt the General Power of Competence – this basically allows us to do anything that isn’t illegal and we can afford. You’ll have noted we have 2 vacancies – if anyone is interested in making a contribution have a word with me, any other councillor, the clerk – or come along to a parish council meeting and see what happens – you might be pleasantly surprised!  

Planning:
During the year, the Parish Council considered 9 planning applications and 5 applications to carry out works to trees in a conservation area. We successfully lobbied for the magnificent walnut tree in the field at Whitepit to be protected by a tree preservation order. We also supported the campaign to stop the demolition of Lambs House bridge by Dorset County Council who could have pressed on using its permitted development rights but fortunately held back and is in discussions with the Station Project about handing over responsibility for maintenance. 

We’re not immune to the impact on our village infrastructure by developments in neighbouring communities. In January we listened to a presentation from the potential developers of the Wessex Homes site on the road to Okeford Fitzpaine. This envisaged up to 100 new homes but at a well attended meeting they were left in no doubt that the evidence we had gathered in our Neighbourhood Plan development did not show any housing need for such a large development. Interestingly the site now seems to be for sale.

John Paul continues to lead the Neighbourhood Development Plan Committee with skill and enthusiasm. A planning consultant, Jo Witherden, was appointed in December funded by grant money obtained in 2013 and she has brought focus and rigour to the design and production of the necessary documentation. 

Assets:
The Parish Council continues to maintain the assets in its care.

The Cross: The Cross head was taken down some months ago and has been kept in the workshop of the stonemasons to dry out. It has now been stabilised and merely needs a good home. I went with the clerk to see it in the workshop and we were very impressed with the skill, care and expertise displayed. Our Cross was there with stone lions from a fountain at Chatsworth, a National Trust alabaster table and items from Bristol Cathedral – so it was in exalted company! As mentioned in the parish magazine, the existing Cross is in no condition to go back “up top” and we’d like to find a secure, dry place where it could be on display. So far the only suggestion has been inside the Church. The stonemasons like this idea but we’ve not discussed this with the PCC yet.

The War Memorial: Repairs and refurbishment were carried out in good time for the commemoration of the start of WW1

Allotments: These remain popular. All tenants renewed at the end of March although we were able to split one plot in half which pleased the first person on the waiting list. There is a waiting list of 5 names.

Recreation Ground: It’s nice to be able to report very positively on the Rec. It really is a credit to the village and perhaps our most valuable asset. Relations with the sports clubs have improved significantly and both the cricket and tennis clubs have signed long term licences. The cricket club have been engaged to cut the grass and strim the edges and many comments are made about the improving quality of the playing surfaces. The cricket club re-laid the square and new nets were installed with a lot of help from the English Cricket Board.

There was a very successful community day in March when nearly a hundred volunteers turned up, along with Mike Gatting, for an ECB/Nat West “Cricket Force” day. Those who were there, on a pretty miserable day, pitched in with paint brushes, shovels, strimmers, cameras etc  to give a much needed refurbishment to the whole area, especially the pavilion. More is to be done here and the parish council has committed to re-roof the pavilion and replace the windows and door at the front before the winter. The pavilion is an important parish council owned asset and we are committed to restoring and maintaining it. We have also been able to link the new boiler in the modular changing unit so it also services the showers in the pavilion. 

We have also had to spend some money replacing and re-tensioning the very popular zip wire but were able to do a home-made repair to the basket swing saving several hundred pounds,

It is our intention to set aside adequate funds to continue to maintain and replace play equipment,

White Pit Play Area: This play area continues to be in good condition generally, although some minor wet pour repairs will be needed to be done in-house by Webberley and Wilson when the weather gets better 

Councillors undertake weekly checks on the play equipment here and at Hine Town and the latest independent annual safety audit shows things are generally in good order with no high or medium risk issues.

Footpaths and verges
The Parish Council continues to be enormously grateful to the Footpaths Officer, Graham Rains, for his great work in maintaining the footpath network around the village, both out on the ground and lobbying the County Council Rights of Way department. Graham regularly attends parish council meetings and gives detailed updates on ongoing work. The Sturminster Newton Lengthsman has been increasingly used to cut the verges and keep areas tidy and in good order and we hope people notice a difference. Certainly Adam Dodson and his team seem very competent and helpful – nothing seems to be too much trouble. We’ve also appointed another contractor, Ian Kerr, to do a once a month litter pick, and we’ll be looking with Ian at the causes of rubbish and whether there are things we can do to prevent it being deposited in the first place.

Finance:
The Precept for the coming year was increased to £23,000 to fund more expenditure on grass cutting and litter collection to improve the overall appearance of the community. We have not received any adverse comments so feel we are correctly reflecting the priorities of the community. 

Our overall financial position going forward is brighter than for some time. Whilst we have always had large reserves these have been subject to heavy restrictions as to their use. We’ve been in liaison with the National Association of Local Councils legal and finance advisers and we’re pleased to have negotiated and identified areas where the Rules can be relaxed to free up funds for projects like the pavilion.

Community:
Speedwatch: Everyone moans about speeding through the village and a new group of volunteers have decided to try and do something positive. They have been trained and are now up and running. The parish council enthusiastically supports this endeavour and paid for the necessary equipment. I know they would welcome more volunteers

Station Project: There has been concern in the community over perceived “creep” along the Trailway and recently over tree felling. I’m very pleased that Steve Sale from the Project is here tonight to talk about the Project and its plans 

Melbury Abbas: The ongoing road closure is well reported in the local press and I’ve been to a couple of meetings of local parishes affected by the closure. Pressure is being exerted on DCC to re-examine its risk analysis to take account of the greater risks in local communities like Shillingstone affected by increased volumes of traffic. Hopefully they will decide to reopen it until a permanent solution can be found.

Conclusion:
I should like to thank my fellow councillors for their support and hard work; residents may not be aware of the time and efforts they put, unpaid and often unacknowledged, into the running of the village, which extends far beyond the monthly meetings of the Council. 

We are also very fortunate to have an excellent clerk in Malcolm Wilson who is very enthusiastic, resourceful, and approachable. A good sense of humour also helps.

We are also fortunate to have County and District councillors who take a very keen interest in the goings on in Shillingstone, and again I offer my thanks to Sherry Jesperson and Deborah Croney for their enthusiastic support.
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